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KINGS PARK — PRESCRIBED BURNING 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.10 pm]: I would like to take this 
opportunity to inform the house of the successful implementation of a prescribed burn undertaken in Kings Park 
recently. The Liberal–National government strongly supports prescribed burning in Western Australia; it is the 
primary fire protection strategy for our communities. 

Prescribed burning was last undertaken in Kings Park between 1973 and 1984, when burning was used to 
enhance firebreaks intended to prevent the spread of fire. I am pleased to advise the house that the Liberal–
National government has taken the responsible step of reintroducing prescribed burning into Kings Parks 
through a new research program. The Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, in partnership with the Department 
of Parks and Wildlife, has commenced a long-term research project that will investigate the effects of different 
combinations of fire and weed management on fuel levels, weed cover and the regeneration of valued native 
species. The research aims to provide data that will support planning and implementation of management 
activities that both minimise fire risk and promote native species conservation in Perth’s urban bushlands. 

The six-hectare burn conducted in Kings Park on 7 May was completed safely and to plan under prescribed 
conditions, with the combined resources and skills of the Department of Parks and Wildlife, the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services, the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority and WA Police. Post-fire monitoring by 
Kings Park scientists is already underway. Further fires in the experimental program are planned for Bold Park 
next autumn, and through ongoing cooperation between government departments and organisations in urban 
bushland sites managed by these departments and agencies on the Swan coastal plain. Sites are planned to be 
burned again after a range of intervals, and the study is expected to continue for a number of years. Given the 
location of Kings Park in the centre of the city and surrounding high-value assets, I am sure members will 
appreciate the significance of this research being undertaken and support this important initiative. 
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